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| W eRes: 
1 1 MARK I. 15. 
b 4 Hoke by and believe the Goſpel. 


Ir is n ſuppoſed, That Ref 8 
and Faith are only the Gate of Re 
that they are neceflary only at the e of 
our .Chriſtian courſe, when we are ſetting out in 
the way to the kingdom. And this may be con- 
\ , firmed by the great Apoſtle, where exhorting the 
 » Hebrew Chriſtians to go on to perfection, he teaches 
them to leave theſe fit principles of the doctrine of 
 Chrift not laying again the foundation of repentance 
*. dead works, and of faith towards God: which 
. muſt at leaſt mean, that they ſhould comparatively 
7 leave rg that at firſt took up all their thoughts, 
in order to preſs forward towara the prize of the high 
1 0 
1 * calling of God in Chrift Feſus. | 
' _ 2. And this is undoubtedly. true, that there is 
| Aa Repentance and a Faith, which are more eſpe- 
'F cially neceſſary at the beginning. A-Repentanee 
which is a conviction of our utter  finfulneſs, and 
guiltineſs, and helpleſſneſs: and which precedes 
our receiving that kingdom of God, which our 
Lord obſerves is within us ; and a Faith, Wop 
we receive that kingdom, even rightenyueſs, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 
3. But notwithſtanding this, there is alſo a Wi: 
pentance and a Faith, (taking the words in another 
i dente a ſenſe not quits the fame, nor yet entirely 
| „ 9 


* 
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different,)-which-are requiſite after ve have brlioved 
the Goſpel s Yea, and every ſubſequent ſtage of our 


Chriſtian courſe, or we cannot run the race which. 
zs et before us. And this Repentance and Faith 


are full as neceſſaty in order to our "continuance 
and growth in grace, as the former Faith and Re- 
pentance were, in order to our entering into the 
kingdom of God. 55 | | 

But in what ſenſe are we to repent and believe, 
after we are juſtified ? — This is an important queſ- 
tion, and worthy of being conſidered with the ut- 
moſt attention. - LS I. | 


I. And Firſt, in what ſenſe are we to repent? 
1. Repehtance frequently means, an inward | 
change, a change of mind from ſin to holineſs. 
But now we ſpeak of it in quite a different ſenſe, 
as it is one kind of Self-knowledge, the knowing 
* ourſelves finners, yea, guilty, helpleſs ſinners, even 
though we know ewe are children of God. 


* 2 * 


2. Indeed when we firſt know this, when we 
firſt find redemption in che blood of Jefus, when 
the Love of God is firſt ſhed abroad in our hearts 
and his kingdom ſet up therein, it is natural to 
-Fuppoſe bat we are no jon 
fins are not only covered but deſtroyed. As we 
do not then feel any evil in ur hearts, we readily 
Imagine, none is there. Nay, ſome well-meaning 
"men have imagined this not only at that time, 
but li having perſuaded themfelves, that 
were juſtified, they were entirely ſane- 
fied. Vea, they have laid it down as a general 
rule, in ſpite of Seripture, Reaſon, and Experience. 
Theſe fincerely believe and earneſtly maintain, 
that all fin is deſtroyed” when we are juſtified, and 


6nger ſinners, that all our 


that there is no fin in the heart of a believer, but 


that it is altogether clean from that moment. But 
though we readily acknowledge, he that believeth 
3s bern of G:d, and he that is barn God doth not 


commit 


4 


* . — — * 
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T commit fin: yet we cannot allow that he does not *, a8 
| eel, it within: it does not reign, but it does re- * 1 
main. And a conviction of the fin, which remains 
in our heart, is one great branch of the reren 9 
we are now ſpeaking of. 
3. For it is Mi — long, bales he, who ima- 
4 gined all ſin was gone, feels there is ſtill Pride in 
his heart. He is convinced both that in many 
reſpects he has thought of himſelf more highly 
than he ought to think, and that he has taken to 
himſelf the praiſe of ſomething he had. received, 
and. glorified in it as. though he had. not received 
it. And, yet he knows, he, is in the fayour, of 
God. He cannot and ought not to % away his 
s confidence. The. Spirit fill witneſſes with his Jparit, 
that he is a child of God. 
4. Nor is it long before he feels Self. Ph in 
his heart, even. a Will contrary to the Will of 
God.“ A Will every man muſt inevitably have, 
as long as he has an Underſtanding. This is an. 
_ eſſential part of human Nature, indeed of the 
nature of every, intelligent Being. Our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf had a Will as a man: otherwiſe he 
had not been a man. But his human Will was 
invariably ſubject to the Will of his Father. At 
all times, and on all occaſions, even in the deepeſt 
affliction, he could ſay, . Not as I will, but as 
thou wilt.“ But this is not the caſe 4 all times, 
even with a true believer in Chriſt. He frequently 
finds his will more or leſs exalting itſelf againſt 
the Will of God. He wills ſomething, becauſe it 
is pleaſing to nature, which is not pleaſing to God. 
And he nills (is averſe- from) ſomething, becauſe 
it is painful to nature, which is the will of God 
concerning him. Indeed {ſuppoſe he continues in 
the faith) he tights againſt it with all his might, 
But this very thing implies, that it really cis, 
and hat he is conſcious of it. 
A 3 „„ "Now 
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= Now Self-will, as well as Pride, is a ſpecies. 
df Ldolatry: and both are directly contrary to the 
| love of God. The ſame obſervation may be made, 
concerning the Love of the world. But this likewiſe 
even true believers are liable to feel in themſelves; 
and every one of them does feel it, more or leſs, 
ſooner or later, in one branch or another. It is 
true, when he firſt paſſes from death unto life, he 
defires nothing more but God. He can truly fay, - 
% All my deſire is unto thee, and unto the re- 
membrance of thy name. Whom have I in hea- 


ven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I 
deſire beſide thee! But it is not ſo always. In 


- Proceſs of time he will feel again, (though perhaps 
only for a few moments) either „ the defire of the 

fleſh, the deſire of the eye, or the pride of life.“ 

Nay, if he does not continually. watch and pray, 


he may find Luſt reviving; yea, and thruſting ſore 


at him that he may fall, till he has ſcarce any 

ſtrength left in him. He may feel the aſſaults of 
inordinate Affection, yea, a ſtrong propenſity to lou- 
the creature more than the Creator: whether it be a 
child, a parent, a huſband or wife, or the friend 
that is as his own ſoul. He may feel in a thouſand 
various ways, a deſire of earthly things or plea- 
' ſures. In the ſame proportion he will forget God, 


not ſeeking his happineſs in him, and conſequently 
being a lover of pleaſtre more than a lover of God. 


6. If he does not keep himſelf every moment, 
he will again feel the Defire of the Eye, the deſire 


of gratifying his imagination, with ſomething great, 


gr beautiful, or uncommon. In how many ways 


does this deſire aſſault the foul? Perhaps with 
regard to the pooreſt trifles, ſuch as dreſs, or fur- 


niture: things never deſigned to ſatisfy the appe- 


tite of an immortal Spirit. Vet how natural is it 

for us, even after we have taſted of the prwers of the 

world to come, to fink again into theſe 5 0 low 
de res 
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* of things, that periſh in the uſing? How 
hard is it, even for thoſe who know in whom they 


have believed, to conquer but one branch of the 
defire of the eye Curioſity? Conſtantly to trample 
it under their feet? To Aelirg nothing, merely be- 
cauſe it is new ? 


And how hard is it even for the children of 


God wholly to conquer the Pride Life? St. John, 


ſeems to mean by this nearly the ſame with what 
the world terms the ſenſe of honour This is no 


other than a deſire of and delight in he hondur 


that cometh of men, A deſire and love of praiſe, 
and (which is always joined with it) a propor- 
tionable fear of diſpraiſe. Nearly allied to this is 
evil ſhame : the being aſhamed of that wherein we 
ought to glory... And this is ſeldom divided from 
the fear of man, which brings a thouſand ſnares 


upon the ſoul. Now where is he, even amon 
| thoſe that ſeem ſtrong in faith, who dues not find 


in himſelf a degree of all theſe evil, tempers? So 
that even theſe are but in part crucified to the world: 


for the evil root ſtill remains in their heart. 


8. And do we not feel other tempers, which 
are as contrary to the love of our neighbour, as 


theſe are to the love of God? The love of our 
_ neighbour, Hinteth no evil ; do not we find any 
thing of the kind? - Do we never find any jea- 


loufies, any evil ſurmiſings, any groundleſs, or un- 


reaſonable ſuſpicions? He that is clear in theſe 


reſpects, let him caſt the firſt ſtone at his neigh- | 
bour. Who does not ſometimes feel other tempers 


or inward. motions, which he knows are contrary 


to brotherly love? If nothing of malice, hatred, 
or bitterneſs, is there no touch of envy ? Pafticu⸗ 
larly toward thoſe who enjoy ſome (real or ſup- 


| 59 good, which we defire but cannot attain ? 


o we never find any degree of reſentment, when 
we are injured or affronted ? Eſpecially by thoſe 


Whom we peculiarly loved, and whom 'we had 
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moſt laboured to help or oblige? Does injuſtice 
or ingratitude never excite.us to any defire of re- 
venge ? Any deſire of returning evil for evil, in- 
Read of overcoming evil with gau? This alſo ſhews, 
hew much is till in our heart which is contrary to 
the love of our neighbour. 

9. Covetouſneſs in every kind and Agret is cer- 


tainly as contrary to this as to the love of God. 
Whether @4zeyrge, the love of money, which is too 


frequently the root of all evils, or dort, literally, 


a deſire of having more, or Increaſing in ſubſtance. 


And how few even of the real children of God, 


are entirely free from both? Indeed one great” 


man, Martin Luther uſed to fay, He“ never had 


any covetouſneſs in him, (not only in his converted 
Kate, but) ever ſince he was born.” But if fo, 1 


would not ſcruple to ſay, He was the only man 
born of a woman, (except him that was God as 


well as man) who had not, who was born without 


it. © Nay, I believe, never was any born of God, 
that lived any confiderable time after, who did not 
feel more or leſs of it many times, eſpecially in 
the latter ſenſe. ' We may therefore ſet it down as 
an undoubted truth, that covetouſneſs, together with 
pride, and ſelf. will, and anger, remain in the hearts 


even of them that are juſtified. 


10. It is their experieneing this which has in- 
elined ſo many ſerious perſons, to underſtand the 


latter part of the ſeventh chapter to the Romans, 


not of them that are under the law, that are con- 
vinced of ſin, which is undoubtedly the meaning 
of the Apoſtle, but of them that are under grace, 


that are juſtified freely through the redemption that is 
in Chriſt. And it is moſt certain, they are thus 
far right: there does ſtill remain even in them 


that are juſtified, a mind which is in ſome meaſure 
carnal ; (fo the Apoſtle tells even the believers at 


| Corinth, Ye are carnal] : an heart bent to backſliding, 
Kin ever 98 to — * the living Gid: a 


ate 
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8 propenſity to pride, ſelf-will, anger, revenge, love 
of the world, yea, and all evil; a root of bitter- 
neſs, which. if the reſtraint were taken off for a 


moment, would inſtantly ſpring up: yea, ſuch a 
1 depth of corruption, as. without clear light from 
4 God we cannot poſſibly conceive. ' And a con- 


viction of all this fin remaining in their e 
is the repentance which belongs to them that are 


juſtified. 5 
| 11. But we ſhould likewiſe be convinced that 
as fin remains in our hearts, ſo it cleaves to all our 
| words and actions. Indeed it is to be feared, that 
many of our words are more than mixt with fin ; 


that they are all ſinful altogether; for ſuch un- 
doubtedly is all uncharitable converſation: all which 

K does not ſpring from brotherly love, all which 
does not agree with that golden rule, “ What ve 
1 would that others ſhould do to you, even fo do 

| * unto them,” Of this kind is all back-biting, all 
: tale-bearing, all whiſpering, all evil-ſpeaking ; that 

|  _ 1s, repeating the faults of abſent perſons: for none 

3 would have others repeat his faults when he is 

1 abſent. Now how few are there, even among be- 

lievers, who are in no-degree guilty of this? Who 

ſteadily obſerve the good old rule, „Of the dead 

and the abſent, ſpeak nothing but good.“ And: 

| fuppoſe they do, do they likewiſe abſtain from un- 

OO Profitable converſation © Yetall this is unqueſtion- 

ably ſinful, and grieves the Holy Spirit of God: yea, 


1 and „ for every idle word that men mall ſpeak 
I they ſhall give an account in the day of judg- 
ment.“ e 100 


12. But let it be ſuppoſed, that they continuallx 
wach and pray, and fo do not enter inte this tempta- 
tion; and they conſtantly fet a watch before their 
mouth, and keep the door of their lips: ſuppoſe: 
they exerciſe themſelves herein, that all their . con» 
verlation may be in grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, and 
meet to miniſter grace to the hearers; yet do they 
| end Co ob a A ie ode ar 
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not daily ſlide into uſeleſs diſcourſe, notwithſtand- 
ing all their caution? And even when they en- 
dea vour to ſpeak for God, are their words pure, 


free from unholy mixtures? Do they find nothing 


wrong in their very Intention? Do they ſpeak 


merely to pleaſe God, and not partly to pleaſe 


themſelves? Is it wholly. to do the will of God, 
and not their own will alſo? Or, if they begin 
with a ſingle eye, do they go on looking unto Feſus, 


and talking with him all: the time they are with, 


their neighbour ? —— When they are reproving 
fin, do they feel no anger or unkind temper to the 
finner? When they are inſtructing the ignorant, 
do they. not find any pride, any ſelt-preference ? — 
When they are comforting the afflicted, or pro- 
voking one another to love and to good works, do 
they never perceive any inward ſelf-commendation : 
Now you have ſpoke well?” Or any vanity, a 
defire that others ſhould think fo, and eſteem them 
on that account? In ſome or all of theſe reſpects, 
how much fin cleaves to the beſt converſation even 
of believers? The conviction of which is another 
branch of repentance which belongs to them that 
are N 

And how much ſin, if their conſcience is 


1 thoroughly awake, may they find cleaving lo their 


ations allo? Nay, are there not many of theſe, 
which though they are ſuch as the world would 
not condemn, yet cannot be commended, no nor 
. excuſed, if we judge by the word of God? Are 
there not many of their actions, which they them. 
ſelves know, are not o the glory of God? Many, 


wherein they did not even aim at this, which were 


not undertaken with an eye to God? And thoſe - 
| that were, are there not many, wherein their eye 
is not fingly fixt on God? Wherein they are 
| doing their own will, at leaſt as much as his, and 
| ſeeking to pleaſe themſelves as much, if not more 
than to pleaſe God — And while they are en- 
deavouring 
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deavouring to do good to their neighbour, do they 
not feel wrong tempers of various kinds? Hence 
their good actions 15 ſo called, are far from being 
ſtrictly ſueh, being polluted with ſuch a mixture 
of evil! Such afe their works of mercy! And is 
tere not the ſame mixture in their works of piety? 
While they are hearing the word, which is able to 
fave their fouls, do they not frequently find ſuch 
thoughts, as make them afraid, leſt it ſhould turn 
to their condemnation rather than their ſalvation ? 
Is it not often the ſame caſe, while they are en- 
deavouring, to offer up their prayers to God, whe- 
ther-in-public, or private? Nay, while they are 
engaged in the moſt ſolemn ſervice : even while 
they are at the table of the Lord, what manner of 
thoughts ariſe in them? Are not their hearts 
ſometimes wandering to the ends of the earth, 
ſometimes filled with ſuch imaginations, as make 
them fear, leſt all their ſacrifice ſhould be an abo- 
mination to the Lord. So that they are more 


aſhamed of their beſt duty, than they were once 
of their worſt fins. 


14. Again. How many / fins of omiff [on are they 
_ chargeable with? Me know the words of the 
Apoſtle, © To him that knoweth to do good, and 
doth it not, to him it is fin.” But do they not 
| know a. thouſand inſtances, whercin they might 
have done good, to enemies, to ſtrangers, to their 
brethren, either with regard to their bodies or their 
fouls, and they did it not? How many omiſſions 
- have they been guilty of, in their duty towards 
God? How many opportunities of communi- 
cating, of hearing his word, of publie or private 
prayer, have they neglectedꝰ So great reafon had 
even that holy man, Archbiſhop Uſher, after alt 
his labours for God, to ery out, almoſt with. his 


Daß a 6c Lord, forgive me my fins of omiſ- 
| As 153. Bu 
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15. But beſides theſe outward omiſſions, may 7 


they not find in themſelves inward defects without 
number? Defeats of every kind: they have not 
the love, the fear, the confidence they ought to 
have toward God. They have not the love Which 
is due to their neighbour, | to every child of man: 
no, nor even that which is due to their brethren, 
to every child of God; whether thoſe that are at 4 
diſtance from them, or thoſe with whom they are 
immediately connected. They have no holy tem- 
per in the degree they ought: they are defective 
in every thing: in a deep conſeiouſneſs of which 
they are ready to ery out with Mr. De Renty, I 
am a ground, all over-run with thorns :” or with 
Job, I am vile: I abhor myſelf, and Neger as. 
in duft and aſhes.” 

16. A conviction of their grzltinefs is ahothet 


branch of that repentance which belongs to the 
children of God. But this is cautiouſly to be un- 


derſtood, and in a peculiar ſenſe. For it is certain, 


n there is no condemnation to them that Are in 


Chriſt Jeſus,” that believe in him, and in the 
power of faith, „walk not after the fleſh; but 


after the Spirit. „ Yer can they no more beat the 
Ariel juſtice of God now than before they believed. 


This pronounces them to be till worthy ef death, 
on all the preceding accounts. And it would Ab. 
ſolutely condemn them thereto, were it not for the 
atoning blood. Therefore they are thoroughly 
"convinced, that they ſtill deſerve puniſhment, al- 
though it is hereby turned aſide from them. But 
here there are extremes on one hand and on the 


ther, and few 'ficer clear of them. Moſt men 
-Atrike on one or the other, each thinking them- 


- ſelves condemned, when they are not, or tHink? 


*they a#ſerve to be acquitted: Nay, the truth lies 
"between: they till e ve, ſtrictly ſpeaking, only 


te mation of hell. But what ns deſerve - 


. | 5 does 


. 


and much more, unprofitable” " 
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does not come upon them, beeauſe they hav an 


* advacate with the Father. His life, and death, and 
intereeſſion ſtill interpoſe between them and con- 


demnation. | 


17. A convidion of hubs utter  belhlefſueſs, is yet 
another branch of this repentance. I mean hereby  - 


two things: 1. That they are no more now able. of 


themſebues to think one good thought, to form one 
good defire, to ſpeak one good word, or do one 
good work, than before they were juſtified: that 
they have Rill no kind or degree of ſtrength. of their 
non, no power either to do good or reſiſt evil: no 


ability to conquer or even withſtand the world, 


the devil, or their own evil nature. They can, ii 
is certain, de all theſe hingt, but it is not by 
their own ſtrengthb. They have power to overcome 

all "theſe enemies; for fin hath no more dominion © 
ever them. But it is not from nature, either in 

whole or in part: it is the mere gift of Gad nor is 
it given all at once, as if they had a ſtoek laid up 


for many years; but from moment to moment. 


18. By this helplefineſs 1 mean, fecondly, An | 


abſolute Enaditicy to deliver ourfelves from that 


guiltineſs or deſert of puniſhment whereof we are 
fill conſcious : Yea, and an inability to-xcmove, ' 


by all the grace we have, (to ſay nothing of our 
natural powers) either the pride, ſelf-will, Jove of 


the world, anger, and general proneneſs to depant 
From God, . hich we experimentally know to mais 
in the heart, even of them that are regenerate; or 
the evil which in ſpite of all our endeavours, 
cleavet to all eur words and actions. Add to this, 
an utter inability wholly te avoid} inen 


'inability' to avoĩd ons of omiſſiong 0 ee pro 15 
number leſs defellis we are convineett of, eſpeciallßy 


the want of love err W e e both 1 
: mans 94113 | 
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19. If any man is not ſatisfied of this, if any. - 
believes that whoever is juſtified, is able to tre- 
move theſe fins out of his heart and life, let him 
make the experiment. Let him try, whether by 
the grace he has already received, he can expel 
pride, ſelf-will, or inbred ſin in general. Let 
him try, whether he can cleanſe” his words and 
"ations from all mixtures of evil; whether he can 
avoid all uncharitable and unprofitable. converſa- 
tion, with all the fins of omiſſion: and laſtly, 
whether he can ſupply the numberleſs defects which 
he ſtill finds in himfelf.” Let him not be diſcou- 
raged by one or two experiments, but repeat the 
trial again and again. And che longer he tries, 
the more deeply will he be convinced of his utter 
_ - helplefineſs in all theſe reſpedts. 
20. Indeed this is ſo evident a truth, that well 
nigh all the children of God ſcattered abroad, 
however they differ in other points yet generally 
agree in this, that although we may, by the Spirit 
mortify the deeds of the body, reſiſt and conquer both 
outward and inward fin, although, we may weaken 
our enemies day by day, yet we eannot drive; them 
out, By all the grace which is given at juſtifica- | 
tion, we cannot extirpate them. Though | we 
wateh and pray ever ſo much, we. cannot - wholly 
_ cleanſe either our hearts or hands. | Moſt ſure „e 
cannot, till it ſhall pleaſe our Lord, ta ſpeak. to 
- our hearts again, to “ ſpeak the ſecond time, Be 
clean.“ And then only the leproſy is cleanſed. Then 


only, the evil root, the carnal mind is deſtroyed, 


and inbred fin ſubfiſts no more. But if there be 
no ſuch ſecond change, if there be no inſtantaneous 

deliverance after juſtification, if there be ane but 

a gradual work of God (that there is a gradual 
- work none denies,) then we muſt: be content as 
well as we can, to remain full of fin till death. 
And if ſo, we muſt remain guiliy till death, eon- 


1 
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tinually deferving puniſhment, For it is impoſſible, 
the guilt or deſert of puniſhment ſhould be removed 

from us, as long as all this ſin remains in our 
hearts, and cleaves to our words and actions. Nay, 

in rigorous juſtice, all we think, and ſpeak, and 
act, continually inereaſes it. f 


15 


II. 1. In this ſenſe we are to repent, after we 
are juſtified. And till we do ſo, we can go no 
farther. For till we are ſenſible of our diſeaſe, it 
admits of no cure. But ſuppoſing we do thus re- 
pent, then are we called«to believe the Gaſpel. 5 
2. And this alſo is to be underſtood in a peeu- 
liar ſenſe, different from that, wherein we believed 
in order to juſtification. Believe the glad tidings 
of great ſalvation,” which God hath prepared for 
all people. Believe that he who is © the brightneſs 
of his Father's glory, the expreſs image of his 
_ perſon, is able to fave unto the uttermoſt all that 
come unto God through him. He is able to fave 
you from all the ſin that ſtill remains in your heart. 
He is able to fave you from all the ſin that cleaves 
to all your words and actions. He is able to ſave 
you from ſins. of omiſſion, and to ſupply whatever 
is wanting in you. It is true, if is impaſſible with. 
man; but with Gad-Man all things are poſſible. For 
What. can be too hard for Him, who hath «all 
power in heaven and in earth?“ Indeed his bare 
power, to do this, is not a ſufficient foundation for 
our faith, that he will do it, that he will thus 
exert his power, unleſs he hath promiſed it. But 
this he has done: he has promiſed it over and 
over, in the ſtrongeſt terms. He has given us 
theſe -** exceeding great and precious promiſes,” 
both in the Old and the New Teſtament. So we 
read in the Law, in the moſt ancient part of the 
' oracles of God. The Lord thy God will cir- 
eumeiſe thy heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to 
love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, * 
f 5 wi 
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with all thy foul,” Deut. XXX. 6. So in the 
Pſalms, He ſhall redeem Iſracl (the Iſrael of, 
God) from all their ſins. So in the Prophet: 

40 Then will I 1 Ao clean water e you ary 


. 4 


1 from all your e e Erck. xxxvi. 255 8 


Ke. 80 likewiſe i in the New Teſtament :; «* Blefſed 
de the Lord God of Ffrael, for he hath viſited and 
| redeemed his people. And hath raiſed up an horn. 


of ſalvation for us—to perform the oath which, 
he ſwore to our father Abraham. That he would 
grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, ſhould ſerve him without 
fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all 
the da 's of our life; Luke i, 68, &c. 

ou have therefore good reaſon to believe, 
he is not only able, but willing to do this, to 
cleanſe you from all your filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
to ſave yau from all your uncleanneſſes. This is the 
thing which you now long for; this is the faith. 
which. you particularly need, namely, that the 


| * great phyſician, the lover of my ſoul, is willing too 


mae me clean. But is he willing to do this to- 
morrow or to-day? Let him anſwer for himſelf. 


=" To-day, if ye will hear my voice, harden not 


your hearts: if you put it off till to-morrow,. you 
harden your hearts; you refuſe to hear his voice. 
Believe therefore that he is willing to fave you 
10 day. He is willing to fave vou nau. Behold, 
now is the accepted time.” He now ſaith, Be 
_ thou clean! Only , ; and you allo will 
immediately find, All things are poſſible to him | 


bo that believeth. > 


3 Continue to believe in him har laved thee, = 
and gave himſelf for thee, that bore all thy ſins in- 


EXT 45. an the tree, ant. he faveth thee from. 
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all condemnation, by his blood continually applied. 
Thus it is that we continue in a juſtified ſtate. 
And when we go on from faith to faith, whien. we 


have faith to be cleanſed/ from indwelling: ſin, to- 


be ſaved from all our uncleanneſſes, we are likewiſe 
ſaved from all that guilt, that deſert of puniſhment,: 


which we felt before. 80 that then we DOD fay 


: nor only, 


very moment, Lord; I want 
The merit of thy Death: 


| By, likewiſe, in the full aſſurance of faith, 


Every moment, Lord, I have 
The merit of thy Death! 


| 2 at fares in his Bite, Dirac: and! Lim 


oeſſion for: us, renewed. from moment to moment, 


we are every whit clean, and there is not only now 


no condemnation for us, but no ſuch deſert of pu- 
niſnment as was before, the r — Seals | 


our hearts and lives. 


5. By the ſame müth; we feel the power * 
Chriſt every moment reſting; upon us, whereby 


alone we are what we are, whereby we are enabled 
to continue. in ſpiritual life, and without which 


notwithſtarſding all our preſent holineſs, we ſhould! | 
be devils the next moment. But as long as we 


retain our faith in him, % draw water out of 
the wells of ſalvation.” Leaning on our Beloved, 
even Chriſt in us the hope of glory, who dwelleth 
in our hearts by faith, who likewiſe is ever inter- 
ceding for us at the right-hand of God, we receive 


help from him to think, and ſpeak and a& what ia 
acceptable in his ſight. Thus does he ** prevent. 


them that believe in all their doings, and further 
them with his continual help, ſo that all their de- 


ſigns, converſations and actions are begun, continued 


and ended in him.” Thus doth he cleanſe the 


N of. their hearts, by the inſpiration of his 
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Holy Spirit, that they may perfectly love him, me 


| worthily magnify his holy name.“ 


6. Thus it is, that in the children of God, Re- 


pentance and Faith exactly anſwer each other. By 
Repentance we feel the fin remaining in our hearts 


and eleaving to our words and actions. By Faith 


we receive the power of God in Chriſt, purifying 


our hearts and cleanſing our hands. By Repentance 


we are ſtill ſenſible that we deſerve puniſhment for 
all our tempers and words and actions. By Faith 


we are conſcious, that our adyocate with the Father 
is continually pleading for us, and thereby conti- 
nually turning aſide all condemnation and pimiſh- 
ment from us. By Repentance we have an abiding 


. conviction, that there is no help in us. By Faith 


we receive not only mercy, but grace to help. in 
every time of need. Repentance diſclaims the very 
poſſibility of any other help. Faith: accepts all 


the help we ſtand in need of, from Him that hath: 


all power in heaven and earth. Repentance ſays, 


Without him I can do nothing: Faith ſays, 


J can do all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening 

me.” Thiough him I can not only overcome, 
but expel all the enemies of my foul. "Through 
him I can love the Lord my Ged, with all my 
heart, mind, ſoul and ſtrength: Yea, and walk, in 


holineſs and righteouſneſs before _ all the days 
of my life.” =+ | 


III. 1. From what has deen 101 we may 7 eafily 
learn the miſchievouſneſs of that opinion, that we 
are wholly ſanctified when we are juſtified : that 


our hearts are then cleanſed from all fin. It is 


true, we are then delivered (as was obſerved before) 


from the dominion of outward fin: and at the fame 
time the power of inward ſin is ſo broken, that we 


need no longer follow or be led by it. But it is 


by no means true, that inward fin is then totally 
es, that the root of pride, ſelf-will, anger, 


love 
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love of the world, is then taken out of the heart, 
or that the carnal mind and the heart bent to back- 


ſliding are entirely extirpated. And to ſuppoſe the 


contrary, is not, as ſome may think, an innocent, 
harmleſs miſtake. No: It does immenſe harm: 


it entirely blocks up the way to any farther change. 


For it is manifeſt, 4+ They that are whole do not 
nced a phyſician, but they that are fick.” If 


therefore we think we are quite made whole al- 


ready, there is no room to ſeek any farther heal- 
Ing. On this ſuppoſition it is abſurd to expect a 
farther deliverance from fin, whether gradual or 


inſtantaneous. | 4 
2. On the contrary, a deep conviction that we 
are not yet whole, that our hearts are not fully 
purified, that there is yet in us a carnal mind, 


which is ſtill in its nature enmity. againſt God,; that 


a whole body of fin remains in our heart, weakened 


indeed, but not deſtroyed, ſhews beyond all poſſi- 


bility of doubt, the abſolute neceſſity of a farther 


change. We allow, that at the very moment of 


_ juſtification, we are born again: in that inftant we 


experience that inward change, from darkneſs into 


marvellous light ; from the image of the brute and. 
the devil, into the image of God, from the earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſh mind, to the mind which was in 
Chriſt Jeſus. But are we then entirely changed ? 
Are we wholly transformed into the image of him 
that created us? Far from it: we ſtill retain a 
depth of fin: and it is the conſciouſneſs of this, 
which conſtrains us to groan for a full deliverance, 
to him that is mighty to ſave. Hence it is, that 


thoſe believers who are not convinced of the deep 


corruptions of their hearts, or but ſlightly and as it 

were notionally convinced, have little concern 

about entire Sandtification. They may poſſibly hold 

the opinion, that ſuch a thing is to be, either at 

death, or ſome time, they know not when, before 

hand. But they have no great uneaſineſs for the 
; e Want 
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= want of it, and no great nunger or thirſt after it. 
They cannot, until they know themſelves better, 
until they repent in the ſenſe above deſcribed until“ 


God unveils the inbred monſter's face, and ſhews- 
them the real ſtate of their ſouls. Then only, 
when they feel the burden, will; they groan ſor de - 
liverance from it. Then, and not till * will. 
* ery out, in the agony of their ſoul, 


Break off the yoke of inbred lin, 
And fully fet. my ſpirit. free ! 

. I cannor reſt, till pure, within, | 
Tim I am wholly loſt in thee! _ 


3. We may learn from hence, ſecondly, that x 
deep conviction of our demerit after we are ac- 


cepied, (which in one ſenſe may be termed guilt), 


1s abſolutely neceſſary, in order to our ſeeing the 
true value of the atoning blood; in order to our 
feeling chat we need this as much, after we are 
juſtified, as ever we did before. Without this 


"conviction, we cannot but account the blood of the 


covenant #s a common thing, ſomething which we 


have not now any great need of, ſee ing all our paſt 1 
fins are blotted out. Vea, but if both our hearts 


and lives are thus unclean, there is a kind of guilt 
which we are contracting every moment, and which 
of conſequence would every moment expoſe us to 
freſh. 8 but that ; 


He ever lives above, | 
For us to interceds, 


His all-atoning blood. 


His precious death to plead. 


It is this Repentance and the Faith intimately | 
connected with it, which are expreſſed. in thoſe. 
ſtrong lines, 5 


— 


«I ſin in every breath I draw, 


2 wy do thy will nor _— _ law, 5 - | 


1 


* 


RePENTANCE: or BELIEVERS. 
On earth as angels do above: 
But fill the fountain open ſtands, 5 
Waſhes my feet, my heart, my hands, 
Till J am perfected in love.“ | 


4. We may obſerve, thirdly, a deep conviction 


of our utter: helpleſſneſs, of our total. inability to 


retain any thing we have received, much more to 


deliver ourſelves from the world of iniquity re- 
maining both in our hearts and lives, teaches us 
truly to live upon Chriſt by faith, not only as our 
Prieſt, but as our King. Hereby we are brought 
to © magnify him” indeed, to give him all the 
glory of his grace, to make him a whole Chriſt, 


an entire Saviour, and truly to “ ſet the crown 


upon his head.“ Theſe excellent words, as they 
have been frequently uſed, have little or no mean- 
ing. But they are fulfilled in a ſtrong and deep 
ſenſe, when we thus as it were go out of ourſelves, 
in order ta be fwallowed up in him; when we 
ſink into nothing, that he may be all in all. Then 
his almighty grace having aboliſnhed every high thing 
which exalteth itſelf againſt him, every temper, and 
thought, and word, and work, is brought to ſhe obe. 
Aience of Chrit. 22:3 bind Ec. 
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The Fourth Chapter of ries” 


Es, fulfil the Goſpel- word, 9 85 
In us thou beauteous Branch ariſe, 

riſe thou Planting of the Lord, 
I glorious i in thy people's MY 5 


if © 0 Root Divine, in this our earth, N E. 
FJßpring up, and yield a fair N b | 
I.! he graces of our ſecond birth, ; 
The goodly | fruits of righteouſneſs. 9 25 


3 Seap d from the world of pride and luſt, 

If now we in thy fight remain, 
0 make us holy, good, and juſt, ER 
O let us not believe in vain. ' - e 


54 Our names among the living write, | t 
Whoſe hearts are fixt on things above, 5 
Worthy who walk with thee in white, 1 | 
- Unblamable in ſpotleſs love. - 


F. Out of our inmoſt ſouls G N 
The filth and ſtain of inbred fi in, „„ 9 7 
In us it ſhall not always d well. 1 
For thou haſt ſaid, Ye ſhall be clean, Y 


6 O that the Grace were now applied! 
Bring in, dear Lord, a purer flood, | | 
Open the fountain of thy fide, SRL 5 
And purge out all our tainted blood. . | 


5 Adam deſcended from above, 

; The virtue of thy blood impart, 

And cleanſe from, every creature-love, 
And make, O make us pure in heart. 


8 The judging, burning Spirit inſpire, 
O let him to his temple come, 
„ Ana = 
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1 And all our ſins conde un, confume... „ 


9 Sin ſhall not-in our fleſh remain, 
The ſanRitying word is ſur-e, 
We ſhall be purg'd from every ſtaasg. 
And pure as Gop himſelf is pure. 9 


Io Then only can we fall no more, 
Freed from the ſtumbling-block within; 
Come, thou Divine, Almighty Power, | 
And ſave us from indwelling fin. 


11 Keep us thro” faith to that thy day, 
And mark us out for thine abode, 
3 | Thy glory over us diſplay y 
; Us | And guard the future houſe of Gop. . 
| ; 12 Till thou from all our ſins ſhall cleanſe, 
26 And perfectly renew our heart, 
; OS Thy glory be our ſure defence, 
ö * | or ever, from our ſouls, depart. 


x 3 On every dwelling-place of thine, ' 
Create a cloud; and ſmoke by day, 
And let the fiery pillar. ſine 
By night, and on the” aſſembly ſay. 


. 14 Thro' the long night of doubts and fears, 
5 The day of fierce temptation guide, 
And let us, till thy face appears, 
O let us in thy wounds eee, | 


. TONE 5 Secure. beneath thy. dow fi Bn 5 
8 | 7 In thee a tabernacle Tas. 25 
ä refuge from the rain and heat, 
wp. | A covert from the ſtorm and vnd. 
| 385 16 Lead us till alt our toil is paſt, . | 
5 Till all thy fairhfulneſs' we prove, 
| And gain the promis'd land at laſt, 
„„ - 8 1 of thy perfect love. 
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F T8atam: xxvi. 2% 1 ER 
IL. bab my Go, with ſhame 1 own ER. 


Fhat other lords have wand. 
* in my heart ſet up their throne, | 72 BY 
A I: obey A 3 
2 Thy enemies uſurp'd the place, e 
And yobb'd:thee. of thy due, 
A llave to every vice I was, 5 
* And only evil knew. . 
23 With fin joyfally comply'd, „ dit 


Paſſiom, and appetite, ant A 
And ſelf, and nature —_— 


25 4 Bit ended is the ſhameful __ Sl 
1 The' uſurper's reign is paſt t, 
Blaſted their ſtrength, o 'erturn'd their power, 


And Þ am ſaved at laſt. | 
5 Thy love, by which redeem'd Tam, ESE Das 
Forever be adoxd,. | F 
0 23 DOW ſhall live to bleſs. thy D 14 Name, e 4 
5 25 And callmy Jaſus, IM.. = 
6 Thoſe other Lords no more are mine, „ 
| No worre their lane am Ill, 
1 tread, them down with ſtrength divine, 
1 all my fins N tt i itn 
Freed am I now, for ever freed, + „ 
| From their deſtructive power, 3 
Nail'd to the croſs they all are dead, C : 
And ſhall reviveno more. is | | 
=: 8 The glorious preſence of my Gop, 55 
3 Hath all the tyrants ſlain n Ko 
1 Their name, their memory is. deſtroy 43 „ 
Poor I am born C ²ͤ;—ÄX:! 8 
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